NOBEL
introduced, without ever claiming the exclusive exploitation of
his new ideas, although that might have brought him great
advantage.
Ludwig Nobel seems rather to have been an enthusiast for work.
He wished to have nothing to do with unearned money, for such
was contrary to his nature. His motto was, " He who does not
work, need not eat." He never touched speculation on the Bourse.
He was wont to reply to the many suggestions he received that he
should sell his business profitably abroad, " You want me to turn
my money into Bourse papers, and to buy scissors for cutting off
coupons. But I do not need only money; I need work." What he
liked in work was not the quiet routine, but the struggle, and the
constant search for new methods. In a conversation with his
shareholders he expressed his views as to the nature of an industrial
undertaking as follows: " Do not imagine that an industrial
undertaking is comparable to a house for which you want reliable
tenants who will pay their rent. No, an industrial undertaking
properly managed and well organised involves a constant struggle,
and its success is dependent upon foresight, perseverance, industry
and economy."
Any description of Ludwig Nobel would be incomplete without
reference to his artistic qualities. In spite of his intense activity,
Ludwig Nobel found time to devote himself to the reading of
philosophy, which he so much enjoyed, and to good literature.
He read in five languages, Swedish, Russian, French, German and
English. Voltaire was his favourite author. Not only ideas, but
plastic beauty also, appealed to him* He could appreciate art
with real understanding; on the other hand he was entirely
unmusical.
Ludwig Nobel was an exceedingly attractive personality. He
was often abrupt and rough in conversation, but these super-
ficial blemishes disappeared on closer acquaintance, and the high

